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Abstract 

Curriculums articulation is a crucial practical step to start the globalization of higher education 

institutions as it the key to understanding different higher education systems. This study presents a 

case of cooperation between Guizhou University, China and Colorado State University, USA, and the 

2+2 bachelor joint cultivation program between School of Management, Guizhou University, China 

and Business College, Colorado State University, USA. The study shows the practical problems of the 

program and how they are solved by curriculums articulation. Besides, top-down management and 

coordinating mechanism are suggested by the study in order to better carry out program of higher 

education globalization.  
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Globalization has been regarded as a process of worldwide integration of views, ideas, and other 

aspects of culture. Levin (2001) and Marginson (2007) define globalization as the practice of growing 

social interaction and connectivity among people around the world, creating economic, social, cultural, 

political, environmental, scientific and technological interdependence. Mitchell & Nielsen (2012) 

states two dimensions of globalization: spatial awareness and process of interaction, by quoting the 

notions from Robertson (1985) that globalization is a compacted world where time and space are 

compressed, Tomlison (1999) that the world is a single place serving as a common frame of reference, 

McLuhan (1964) that interactions arise among mass cultures creating a consciousness of 'global 

village', Carnoy (2005) that the essence of globalization is new ways of thinking about space and time. 

The integrated world economy, new information and communication technology (ICT), the knowledge 

network, the role of the English language (Johnstone, d'Ambrosio & Yakoboski, 2010), and 

transportation (Boyd & Mitchell 2005). Beerkens (2003) highlights four challenges from globalization: 

(1) a geographical concept distinguishing it from local, (2) a concept of authority distinguishing it 

from territorial sovereignty, (3) a cultural concept distinguishing it from isolation, (4) and an 

institutional concept distinguishing it from national. Meanwhile IMF (International Monetary Fund) 

(2000) identifies four basic aspects of globalization: (1) trade and transactions, (2) capital and 

investment movements, (3) migration and movement of people, and (4) dissemination of knowledge.  

Concerning the aspect of globalization in dissemination of knowledge, the impact of globalization on 

higher education has been profound and complex (Hu 2012). As the concept of globalization is applied 

to higher education, many researchers discuss issues about higher education globalization. Such as, 

Guo (2011) states that globalization is a key reality that has already hugely influenced higher 

education in the twenty-first century; Mitchell & Nielson (2012) states contributing components of 

globalization in academy: higher education institutions, the academic fields, scholars, and students; 

Guo (2011) states detailed actions of higher education globalization, including sending students to 

study abroad, setting up branches campus overseas, and engaging in inter-institutional partnership. In 

this sense, joint research centers and program, employing staff from other countries and organizing 

cross-border conferences, seminar and workshop can be regarded as different engagement to higher 

education globalization; Hu (2012) argues that the competitions of knowledge among countries had 

been increased by the fact of globalization. Thus the situation fosters higher education institutions to 

become important and powerful tools to enhance and advance nations' competitiveness; Marginson & 

Considine (2000), Altbach (2004), Slaughter & Rhoades (2004) and Mitchell & Nielsen (2012),  state 

a critical issue that globalization is transforming higher education and higher education institutions' 
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functions to be a consumerist mentality and knowledge as a exchangeable product in an open market; 

Wildavsky (2010) states the global race for talents, branching out universities, the wanted 'world class' 

universities, the worldwide university rankings, the global expansion, for-profit institutions, and 

free-trade in minds as several important issues in higher education globalization; etc.  

However, the world's higher education system is composed loosely by multi-ethnic higher education 

(Qi & Wang, 2007), but western higher education holds the core position (Duderstadt, 2010), and the 

developing countries set the teaching mode curriculum and targets of educating students of western 

higher education as standards to follow (Hu 2012). Thus there are details to pay attention to from a 

practical perspective of advancing higher education cross borders. And the first step is to understand 

different higher education systems, and thus the curriculums articulation becomes of vital importance.  

 

2. CURRICULUMS ARTICULATION 

Higher education globalization should start from a practical perspective. No matter the higher 

education institution is sending students or receiving students to or from which continent, the 

questions such as, 'What courses the students have finished and how those finished courses are similar 

to courses of the other institution?', 'Are contents the same if two courses titles are translated 

differently?', etc. Thus the first and the most crucial step is to make different higher education systems 

compatible, which requires curriculums articulation. There are similarities in curriculums of different 

higher education systems while there are also differences in curriculums. 

Even in different higher education systems, the word 'curriculum' began as a Latin word whose 

meaning is 'a race' (to run or to proceed) or 'the course of race'. Curriculum, in the educational context, 

means the totality of students' experiences in terms of the instructional goals. It can be considered as a 

planned sequence of instruction, or a set of learning goals articulated across different levels or grades 

at particular points, or a planned interaction of students with the instructional content, materials, 

resources, or an evaluation of the educational objectives attainment and specific state on what learners 

should take on during specific periods, or an agreement among communities educational professionals, 

or a definition of 'why, what, when, where, how and with whom to learn'. Curriculum is not a simple 

adding up of courses. It outlines the skills, performances, attitudes, and values that students are 

expected to lean from schooling. It states the desired outcomes, descriptions of materials, teaching 

activities, learning procedures, and it is the planned sequence that should help both students and 

teachers attain the outcomes. Syllabus started as a Greek word whose meaning is 'a concise statement 

or table of the heads of discourse, the contents of a treatise, the subjects of series of lectures'. In 

general syllabus merely specifies what topics must be understood, what level to achieve, and a 

particular grade or standard to satisfy. Curriculum is based on general syllabus. En essential issue in 

curriculum design is the definition of prerequisites for each course. The prerequisites can be satisfied 

by taking particular courses, by examination, by other means, for example, working experience. 

Prerequisites within a course requires more detailed curriculum design and asks for serious 

consideration of course organization and scheduling.  

However, on the other hand, curriculum in different higher education systems focuses on two 

opposing forces: emphasis on common knowledge foundation (in the form of a core curriculum) and 

emphasis on students' own educational interests (in the form of free choices from selective curriculum), 

or focuses on the balance of the two opposing aspects, which challenges credits transfer from one 

system to another during the process of higher education globalization. Thus knowing and respecting 

different systems, and finding out appropriate credits transfer methods among different curriculums 

are crucial.  
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3. THE CASE OF CURRICULUMS ARTICULATION AND CREDITS TRANSFER 

BETWEEN DIFFERENT HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS 

3.1 Background  

Globalization has been one of the most important strategy of School of Management, Guizhou 

University (GZU), China. School of Management has decided to cooperate with departments of 

foreign higher education institutions since long time ago. However, due to different educational 

systems, the cooperation has been stopped because of credits transfer. The first and most successful 

global cooperation of School of Management started from its cooperation with Business College of 

Colorado State University(CSU), USA in '2+2' program. It is a program of joint cultivating bachelor 

students that the qualified students in GZU have the chance to study in CSU for two years after their 

first two years in GZU. In this program, students' credits of the first two years in GZU should be 

transferred to CSU, and their last two years credits in CSU should also be transferred to GZU in order 

to check if they have finished all the required parts of the curriculum. The most important parts in the 

program is to make both sides' curriculums and education systems understood and reasonably accepted, 

and transfer credits in a rational and compatible way. Although the cooperation actually began with 

the cooperation between two universities (GZU & CSU), the practical step starts from the dialogue, 

mutual understanding of curriculums and credits transfer. In the autumn of 2011, delegation group of 

School of Management and representatives of GZU met delegation group of CSU in Shanghai (China) 

to present different curriculums and discuss problems of credits transfer and solutions.  

 

3.2 Problems identification 

First of all, there are similarities and differences between Chinese higher education and American 

higher education, and there are also both similarities and differences between curriculums of GZU and 

CSU. The table below shows general situation of curriculum of GZU, China.  

The most important similarity of curriculum between GZU and CSU is that both sides have general 

courses and core courses, and both sides are trying to balance them as well as developing students' 

characterized features and interests. Thus there is not too much difficulties in understanding the basic 

framework of curriculums. However, the differences mainly lie in the translation of categories and 

some courses in some category. From the table below, it is obvious that there are general courses in 

GZU, which should be equal to general courses of CSU but the 'core courses' of GZU are named as 

'Subject Major Courses and Major Courses'. Those two types of courses are the ones that different 

majors will cultivate their students in the field of the majors. On the other hand, military training is 

categorized with physical education in China. Although there is no military training in CSU, yet it 

should be understood and accepted as one type of physical and mental training. Besides, there are 

some differences which are features of Chinese higher education, which is not available in CSU's 

curriculum: thesis and the second classroom. In China thesis is an important way for students to 

present what they have achieved during four year study in a formal way, including social practice, 

writing the thesis and oral presentation and defense as well. The second classroom is different from 

characterized courses which will provide students with compulsory courses for their occupation and 

occupational development, and their understanding to the social needs and trends. There are courses 

with similar functions in CSU but are arranged differently.  
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Categories  Courses' Types 

General Courses (Compulsory)  

Ideological and Political Science 

Foreign Language 

Military Training and Physical Education 

Computer Science 

General Education Courses (Selective) 
History and Culture 

Society and Economy 

General Expansion Courses (Selective) 

Natural Science  

Communication 

Arts 

Others 

Subject Major Courses 
Compulsory Courses 

Selective Courses 

Major Courses 

Compulsory Courses 

Selective Courses 

Practice 

Thesis 

Characterized Courses  Selective Courses 

The Second Classroom Compulsory Courses 

Table 1. General curriculum of Guizhou University, China. 

 

Secondly, the general courses from Chinese (GZU) side are typical courses which need to be 

transferred into the American system. Table 2 below is the expansion of the general courses, which 

shows detailed compulsory courses in GZU. As the courses in the category of general courses are all 

compulsory, students should attend all these courses in this category but those courses are not 

available in CSU. Even there is category for general category in CSU, the courses in detail are still 

different, which arises problems for credits transfer in general courses categories. Especially courses in 

the Ideological and Political Science are not compatible with the American system. Moreover, English 

language seems to be the only choice for students in GZU to choose to learn, and thus in the category 

of Foreign Language, there is no other languages except for English. However, when the American are 

talking about 'Foreign Language', it is not about English.  
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Categories  Courses' Types Courses 

General Courses 

(Compulsory)  

Ideological and 

Political Science 

Ideological and moral cultivation and legal basis 

Outline of modern Chinese history 

Basic Principle of Marxism 

An introduction to Mao Zedong thought and the theoretical 

system of socialism with Chinese characteristics (1) 

An introduction to Mao Zedong thought and the theoretical 

system of socialism with Chinese characteristics (2) 

The situation in Guizhou Province (China) 

Situation and policy 

Foreign Language 

College English (1) 

College English (2) 

College English (3) 

College English (4) 

Military Training 

and Physical 

Education 

Military Theory and Training 

Physical Education (1) 

Physical Education (2) 

Physical Education (3) 

Physical Education (4) 

Computer Science 
University Computer Foundation 

Advanced programming language VB 

Table 2. Category expansion of 'General Courses (Compulsory)' 

 

Last but not least, there are differences between courses even though these courses have same titles 

because of different goals and expectation of curriculums, or courses with different titles have quite 

similar contents. School of Management of GZU and Business College of CSU are going to be 

partners for their practice of globalization, and both of them are in the business management discipline 

and they have similar or same majors providing students with similar courses, which are compatible. 

For example, both of them have program of business administration at the undergraduate level. 

However, for example, the course of math in GZU focuses on calculus while there are differences in 

contents in the same course in CSU. As the course of math is the prerequisite course of some courses 

in managerial discipline, the contents of the course 'math' from both sides need to be checked. The 

other example of economics is also typical, because the same contents in China have been divided into 

two parts: micro part and macro part while it is called 'economics (1)' and 'economics (2)' in CSU. 

Economics as a discipline originated from the western country, the contents, researchers, theories and 

methods are basically the same as those in the course of western countries.  
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3.3 Solutions 

The meeting and discussion of delegation groups from both sides are the results of mutual 

understanding and call for solutions to differences for a better cooperation. Thus mutual understanding 

and equal rights are the basic of higher education globalization practice. Only with mutual 

understanding, respect to differences and equal rights may the other solutions effective in solving the 

practical problem in credits transfer and curriculums articulation.  

Course description is the rational for credits transfer. In order to match the courses with different titles 

but similar or the same contents, course description is used to present the syllabus of the courses to 

make each side understand what exactly are in the courses. Judging the courses not only by their titles 

but also their syllabus. In this regard, School of Management shows respect and sincerity for the 

cooperation and have all their Chinese curriculum and syllabus translated into English. And CSU also 

respects and accepts the differences. 

The nature of the courses is the basic principle for credits transfer. The course of 'College English' has 

partly been accepted as the course 'writing' by CSU and the course of 'Outline of modern Chinese 

history' has also partly been accepted as the course 'world history'. The reality is that many of the 

compulsory courses from GZU side are not available in the CSU side but the course nature of the 

courses are general course, which should be transferred as general course from the CSU side, and CSU 

accepts those courses partly as courses for 'humanity courses', which is reasonable and equal. 

On line defense of thesis is promoted by GZU. As there is no counterpart requirement of thesis and 

defense in CSU, GZU promote students' on line defense opportunity after they submitting their thesis. 

Information Technology has played an important role in globalization of higher education and 

provides both students and administrators with convenience and possibilities to deal with remote 

problems and thus make the students' performance evaluation rational.   

   

4. DISCUSSIONS 

Top-down management is important during the process of higher education globalization. First, the 

higher education institution should integrated globalization as a part of its strategy as long as the 

institution decides to engage in globalization. Second, the top-down management style is much more 

effective in problem solving. Curriculums articulation of this study is only one part of higher 

education globalization, but the case presented in this study well demonstrated the effectiveness of 

top-down management in problem solving. Third, top-down management style will provide with 

rational and practical solutions to specific problems. Last but not least, top-down management is 

effective in resources allocation and supportive in program promotion.  

Coordinating mechanism is helpful and necessary during the process of higher education globalization. 

For one thing, there should be coordinators from both sides for communication and mutual 

understanding. To better promote higher education globalization program, coordinators are the roles 

connecting two sides and exchanging needs and requirements. For the other, students need 

coordinators to guide them how their courses and credits will be understood and transferred into the 

other system so that students man have a guiding map in their minds once they decide to participate in 

the program to study abroad.  

 

5. CONCLUSION 

Curriculums articulation should be the first step in order to build bridge connecting higher education 

institutions from different countries. There are different types of students program at different levels of 

higher education. Some students are to be sent to overseas higher education institution for short-term 

exchange (non-diploma) experience while some are to be sent for diploma studies; some are to be sent 

for bachelor level while some for master, even doctoral study. Curriculums articulation is the rational 

and crucial step for credits transfer, mutual understanding and program sustainable development.  
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Curriculums are the ways by which higher education institutions convey their educational ideas and 

philosophy. By setting and balancing general courses and core courses, and developing characterized 

courses meeting students' features and interests, higher education institutions are developing their 

unique curriculums.  

Curriculums are mirrors reflecting the social needs and cultures of different nations. The curriculum 

design should start with diagnosis of needs, the needs from the society, the needs from the economy, 

the needs from the industries, and the needs from the students. Thus curriculums are the best 

illustration to reflect nations' situation and background. Different country has different situation, so 

curriculums from different countries or different education systems cannot be the same. Curriculums 

articulation is the very way for mutual understanding of educational systems.    
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